


1
00:00:04,710 --> 00:00:02,710
the the magi or the three kings or the

2
00:00:06,789 --> 00:00:04,720
three wise men as as the tradition has

3
00:00:09,830 --> 00:00:06,799
come down to us um

4
00:00:13,110 --> 00:00:09,840
were originally uh shamans or witch

5
00:00:15,589 --> 00:00:13,120
doctors in ancient uh babylon in in in

6
00:00:17,990 --> 00:00:15,599
present-day iran and iraq um when i say

7
00:00:19,510 --> 00:00:18,000
ancient i'm talking about 5000 bc

8
00:00:21,269 --> 00:00:19,520
they were actually in those very

9
00:00:23,429 --> 00:00:21,279
primitive tribes they were the

10
00:00:25,750 --> 00:00:23,439
soothsayers the shamans the witch

11
00:00:28,390 --> 00:00:25,760
doctors uh the men of wisdom the men of

12
00:00:30,550 --> 00:00:28,400
lore the men of medicine and so forth in

13
00:00:31,589 --> 00:00:30,560



that primitive society they eventually

14
00:00:33,110 --> 00:00:31,599
became

15
00:00:36,069 --> 00:00:33,120
um

16
00:00:37,430 --> 00:00:36,079
a kind of cast of uh

17
00:00:38,950 --> 00:00:37,440
specialized

18
00:00:40,549 --> 00:00:38,960
wise men the one the masters of

19
00:00:42,470 --> 00:00:40,559
knowledge the masters of tradition the

20
00:00:45,110 --> 00:00:42,480
masters of the myth the masters of the

21
00:00:46,790 --> 00:00:45,120
medicine the masters of uh

22
00:00:48,549 --> 00:00:46,800
interpreting dreams they were

23
00:00:50,549 --> 00:00:48,559
astrologers they read the heavens and

24
00:00:52,869 --> 00:00:50,559
tried to foretell the future

25
00:00:55,110 --> 00:00:52,879
and they had a very important place in



26
00:00:56,630 --> 00:00:55,120
the court in babylon

27
00:00:58,790 --> 00:00:56,640
in the ancient in the old testament book

28
00:01:00,630 --> 00:00:58,800
of daniel for instance daniel is

29
00:01:02,389 --> 00:01:00,640
portrayed as one of the magi one of the

30
00:01:04,630 --> 00:01:02,399
wise men in the courts of babylon

31
00:01:06,310 --> 00:01:04,640
because he could interpret dreams

32
00:01:09,030 --> 00:01:06,320
and these magi

33
00:01:12,230 --> 00:01:09,040
became a very influential part of the

34
00:01:13,429 --> 00:01:12,240
babylonian culture

35
00:01:15,510 --> 00:01:13,439
eventually

36
00:01:17,749 --> 00:01:15,520
which in details i explained in the book

37
00:01:19,910 --> 00:01:17,759
they were persecuted and they um fled

38
00:01:20,870 --> 00:01:19,920



from babylon and they

39
00:01:22,550 --> 00:01:20,880
uh

40
00:01:24,630 --> 00:01:22,560
migrated to various other parts of the

41
00:01:27,030 --> 00:01:24,640
ancient world in the ancient middle east

42
00:01:28,310 --> 00:01:27,040
so by the time of matthew's writing just

43
00:01:29,910 --> 00:01:28,320
after the

44
00:01:32,870 --> 00:01:29,920
life of jesus

45
00:01:33,260 --> 00:01:32,880
magi was a generalized term for any

46
00:01:34,950 --> 00:01:33,270
um

47
00:01:37,510 --> 00:01:34,960
[Music]

48
00:01:39,830 --> 00:01:37,520
courtier any sort of steward in the

49
00:01:41,990 --> 00:01:39,840
household of the king who was

50
00:01:44,069 --> 00:01:42,000
responsible for keeping the archives for



51
00:01:47,270 --> 00:01:44,079
keeping the prophecies for keeping the

52
00:01:49,990 --> 00:01:47,280
wisdom for keeping the old lore alive

53
00:01:51,749 --> 00:01:50,000
for maintaining the religion for

54
00:01:55,190 --> 00:01:51,759
interpreting dreams

55
00:01:57,109 --> 00:01:55,200
reading the stars foretelling the future

56
00:01:59,350 --> 00:01:57,119
every court in the ancient world had

57
00:02:02,230 --> 00:01:59,360
these wise men and priests who were the

58
00:02:04,069 --> 00:02:02,240
religious men the wise men to uh

59
00:02:07,109 --> 00:02:04,079
interpret the future and

60
00:02:09,510 --> 00:02:07,119
in my book i explained how the

61
00:02:12,630 --> 00:02:09,520
wise men the magi in the court of the

62
00:02:14,229 --> 00:02:12,640
nabataean king in uh

63
00:02:16,229 --> 00:02:14,239



western arabia

64
00:02:18,710 --> 00:02:16,239
were the ones who were astrologers and

65
00:02:20,949 --> 00:02:18,720
astronomers who for who could tell from

66
00:02:23,190 --> 00:02:20,959
the signs in the heavens that a new

67
00:02:25,270 --> 00:02:23,200
newborn a newborn king of the jews had

68
00:02:28,470 --> 00:02:25,280
been born and they're the ones who then

69
00:02:31,589 --> 00:02:28,480
traveled i believe at the behest of the

70
00:02:33,589 --> 00:02:31,599
king of uh the nabataeans to king herod

71
00:02:35,509 --> 00:02:33,599
to look for this new king

72
00:02:36,630 --> 00:02:35,519
and they would be followers of the old

73
00:02:38,229 --> 00:02:36,640
testament

74
00:02:39,910 --> 00:02:38,239
all of the meije

75
00:02:41,430 --> 00:02:39,920
the magi would have been aware of the



76
00:02:42,710 --> 00:02:41,440
prophecies of the old testament they

77
00:02:44,869 --> 00:02:42,720
would have understood the prophecies

78
00:02:46,630 --> 00:02:44,879
especially of isaiah pointing to the

79
00:02:49,350 --> 00:02:46,640
messiah but they would also have been

80
00:02:51,030 --> 00:02:49,360
aware of the prophecies from persia

81
00:02:52,790 --> 00:02:51,040
and from the other the rest of the

82
00:02:54,710 --> 00:02:52,800
ancient world about this

83
00:02:56,150 --> 00:02:54,720
new this new um

84
00:02:58,710 --> 00:02:56,160
leader or king that was going to be to

85
00:03:00,470 --> 00:02:58,720
arise from judea and those prophecies

86
00:03:02,790 --> 00:03:00,480
from say persia are not in the old

87
00:03:04,790 --> 00:03:02,800
testament they're in something else

88
00:03:07,589 --> 00:03:04,800



no they're in they would be in the

89
00:03:09,750 --> 00:03:07,599
writings of of of the of the assyrians

90
00:03:13,270 --> 00:03:09,760
and the babylonians

91
00:03:14,309 --> 00:03:13,280
uh-huh and and what did it mean for them

92
00:03:16,710 --> 00:03:14,319
well

93
00:03:18,949 --> 00:03:16,720
again the prophecies are always awarded

94
00:03:21,190 --> 00:03:18,959
in an ambiguous and in a vague way it's

95
00:03:23,589 --> 00:03:21,200
difficult to interpret them properly but

96
00:03:25,030 --> 00:03:23,599
the the magi i believe understood the

97
00:03:27,110 --> 00:03:25,040
prophecies from these various different

98
00:03:28,789 --> 00:03:27,120
cultures as well as the jewish culture

99
00:03:30,789 --> 00:03:28,799
uh and when they read the signs in the

100
00:03:33,110 --> 00:03:30,799
heavens they believed that this newborn



101
00:03:36,550 --> 00:03:33,120
king of the jews had arrived

102
00:03:39,670 --> 00:03:36,560
and so we you believe the story is

103
00:03:40,869 --> 00:03:39,680
correct that they visited the baby jesus

104
00:03:42,070 --> 00:03:40,879
yes

105
00:03:44,390 --> 00:03:42,080
and and

106
00:03:47,430 --> 00:03:44,400
they were directed through

107
00:03:49,430 --> 00:03:47,440
um astronomy

108
00:03:51,270 --> 00:03:49,440
yeah the typical um

109
00:03:53,990 --> 00:03:51,280
legend that we have today is that they

110
00:03:56,789 --> 00:03:54,000
were from a far away land probably india

111
00:03:58,550 --> 00:03:56,799
or china or you know persia and they

112
00:04:00,789 --> 00:03:58,560
followed a magical star across the

113
00:04:03,350 --> 00:04:00,799



desert sands on their camels on a long

114
00:04:05,429 --> 00:04:03,360
long journey to find this baby jesus in

115
00:04:07,350 --> 00:04:05,439
fact that element of the story isn't in

116
00:04:09,589 --> 00:04:07,360
matthew's gospel at all

117
00:04:11,429 --> 00:04:09,599
that element of the story has been added

118
00:04:13,830 --> 00:04:11,439
was added mostly in the third and fourth

119
00:04:16,949 --> 00:04:13,840
century as the rivarious apocryphal

120
00:04:18,550 --> 00:04:16,959
gospels extra gospels written

121
00:04:20,629 --> 00:04:18,560
about the wise men and about various

122
00:04:22,950 --> 00:04:20,639
other aspects of jesus life

123
00:04:25,270 --> 00:04:22,960
and in some of those um really bizarre

124
00:04:27,830 --> 00:04:25,280
and outlandish stories there is this

125
00:04:29,990 --> 00:04:27,840
really highly magical element in which



126
00:04:32,629 --> 00:04:30,000
for instance

127
00:04:35,430 --> 00:04:32,639
these um

128
00:04:38,070 --> 00:04:35,440
eccentric and and bizarre visitors from

129
00:04:40,310 --> 00:04:38,080
a foreign land from a far away land see

130
00:04:42,469 --> 00:04:40,320
a burning baby that's floating in the

131
00:04:44,469 --> 00:04:42,479
sky and leads them like a star across

132
00:04:46,390 --> 00:04:44,479
the desert sands and provides miracles

133
00:04:48,230 --> 00:04:46,400
for them every step of the journey it's

134
00:04:49,749 --> 00:04:48,240
a very extravagant and

135
00:04:52,070 --> 00:04:49,759
highly embroidered and highly

136
00:04:53,189 --> 00:04:52,080
fantastical tale which has been written

137
00:04:55,590 --> 00:04:53,199
and these were written in the third and

138
00:04:58,310 --> 00:04:55,600



fourth centuries about the magi and

139
00:04:59,670 --> 00:04:58,320
about the the the stories about jesus

140
00:05:02,070 --> 00:04:59,680
birth which have nothing to do with

141
00:05:05,029 --> 00:05:02,080
matthew's gospel their embroideries and

142
00:05:09,830 --> 00:05:05,039
elaborations on the story mm-hmm

143
00:05:11,029 --> 00:05:09,840
so instead uh i've nonetheless

144
00:05:13,350 --> 00:05:11,039
i mean

145
00:05:16,230 --> 00:05:13,360
what caused them to think that jesus was

146
00:05:18,230 --> 00:05:16,240
special to cause them to go visit him

147
00:05:20,629 --> 00:05:18,240
this is pretty complicated it gets into

148
00:05:23,110 --> 00:05:20,639
the intricacies of

149
00:05:24,550 --> 00:05:23,120
astrology in the ancient world

150
00:05:26,629 --> 00:05:24,560
basically there were



151
00:05:30,070 --> 00:05:26,639
about three different theories of

152
00:05:32,230 --> 00:05:30,080
astrology persian egyptian and greek

153
00:05:34,150 --> 00:05:32,240
and these were ways that the wise men

154
00:05:36,310 --> 00:05:34,160
from the different cultures would study

155
00:05:39,350 --> 00:05:36,320
the movements of the planets study the

156
00:05:41,270 --> 00:05:39,360
stars and through various symbolic

157
00:05:42,710 --> 00:05:41,280
readings which we understand for

158
00:05:45,270 --> 00:05:42,720
instance with um

159
00:05:47,590 --> 00:05:45,280
the horoscope you know and and so for

160
00:05:50,070 --> 00:05:47,600
different signs in the heavens um you

161
00:05:50,870 --> 00:05:50,080
can foretell the future so they thought

162
00:05:53,110 --> 00:05:50,880
and

163
00:05:54,710 --> 00:05:53,120



the theory is that the wise men

164
00:05:55,830 --> 00:05:54,720
studied the movements of the planets and

165
00:05:57,350 --> 00:05:55,840
there were certain movements of the

166
00:05:59,350 --> 00:05:57,360
planets and the all the planets

167
00:06:03,110 --> 00:05:59,360
symbolized something so each of the

168
00:06:05,189 --> 00:06:03,120
constellations for instance represented

169
00:06:06,790 --> 00:06:05,199
different nations and different peoples

170
00:06:09,189 --> 00:06:06,800
on earth

171
00:06:11,189 --> 00:06:09,199
and which ones represented which nations

172
00:06:13,670 --> 00:06:11,199
vary from the egyptian to the persian to

173
00:06:15,590 --> 00:06:13,680
the greek but anyway the theory is that

174
00:06:17,909 --> 00:06:15,600
they would have read the movement of

175
00:06:20,629 --> 00:06:17,919
certain planets like jupiter which is



176
00:06:22,390 --> 00:06:20,639
the which is the royal planet moving

177
00:06:24,469 --> 00:06:22,400
into the house of

178
00:06:27,909 --> 00:06:24,479
ares the ram the constellation of ares

179
00:06:29,749 --> 00:06:27,919
the ram which represented um jude the

180
00:06:32,070 --> 00:06:29,759
nation of the jews and therefore

181
00:06:32,870 --> 00:06:32,080
therefore they saw

182
00:06:35,110 --> 00:06:32,880
that

183
00:06:37,430 --> 00:06:35,120
a new king would be born into the jewish

184
00:06:39,029 --> 00:06:37,440
nation and this was such an unimportant

185
00:06:40,230 --> 00:06:39,039
and unusual movement that it was

186
00:06:41,830 --> 00:06:40,240
something which never happened before

187
00:06:43,590 --> 00:06:41,840
therefore it was unique and they

188
00:06:45,029 --> 00:06:43,600



therefore discerned and drew the

189
00:06:46,309 --> 00:06:45,039
conclusion that

190
00:06:47,510 --> 00:06:46,319
there would be a newborn king of the

191
00:06:48,629 --> 00:06:47,520
jews

192
00:06:50,309 --> 00:06:48,639
so

193
00:06:51,350 --> 00:06:50,319
this is just one theory there are lots

194
00:06:53,270 --> 00:06:51,360
of different theories about the

195
00:06:55,510 --> 00:06:53,280
different constellations some are very

196
00:06:57,830 --> 00:06:55,520
extravagant and detailed for instance

197
00:06:59,670 --> 00:06:57,840
some noticed that the planet jupiter was

198
00:07:01,350 --> 00:06:59,680
not only moving into the constellation

199
00:07:03,350 --> 00:07:01,360
aries but it was moving into the

200
00:07:06,309 --> 00:07:03,360
constellation aries by coming through



201
00:07:08,309 --> 00:07:06,319
the constellation virgo the virgin

202
00:07:10,309 --> 00:07:08,319
so therefore this uh king that was

203
00:07:13,350 --> 00:07:10,319
coming into the house of the jews would

204
00:07:15,909 --> 00:07:13,360
come through the virgin they actually

205
00:07:18,629 --> 00:07:15,919
some some um prognosticators actually

206
00:07:20,550 --> 00:07:18,639
try to show that the the planet jupiter

207
00:07:22,230 --> 00:07:20,560
was not only moving through the virgin

208
00:07:24,309 --> 00:07:22,240
but moving through the constellation

209
00:07:25,909 --> 00:07:24,319
virgo in the aspect of where the

210
00:07:27,510 --> 00:07:25,919
virgin's womb would be in other words

211
00:07:29,589 --> 00:07:27,520
through her belly and then down through

212
00:07:32,710 --> 00:07:29,599
her pelvis showing that jupiter was

213
00:07:34,790 --> 00:07:32,720



moving through the virgins uh womb

214
00:07:36,469 --> 00:07:34,800
and through the virgin's birth canal to

215
00:07:38,230 --> 00:07:36,479
come into then move into then the

216
00:07:40,870 --> 00:07:38,240
constellation aries which was the

217
00:07:43,270 --> 00:07:40,880
constellation associated with the jews

218
00:07:46,469 --> 00:07:43,280
so they didn't have gps at the time

219
00:07:47,830 --> 00:07:46,479
so how through reading the stars can

220
00:07:49,990 --> 00:07:47,840
they get

221
00:07:51,670 --> 00:07:50,000
precisely to

222
00:07:53,670 --> 00:07:51,680
baby jesus

223
00:07:55,990 --> 00:07:53,680
well there again the gospel of matthew

224
00:07:57,350 --> 00:07:56,000
does not say that the the star led them

225
00:08:00,070 --> 00:07:57,360
step by step we know the stars don't



226
00:08:02,309 --> 00:08:00,080
move planets move appear to move but uh

227
00:08:04,230 --> 00:08:02,319
planets move but stars don't move

228
00:08:05,749 --> 00:08:04,240
but however in the ancient world they

229
00:08:08,309 --> 00:08:05,759
didn't distinguish between stars and

230
00:08:10,950 --> 00:08:08,319
planets all of the heavenly bodies were

231
00:08:12,629 --> 00:08:10,960
called stars okay so

232
00:08:14,629 --> 00:08:12,639
um again there's lots of different

233
00:08:16,309 --> 00:08:14,639
theories about what actually happened

234
00:08:19,189 --> 00:08:16,319
the one which seems most convincing to

235
00:08:22,150 --> 00:08:19,199
me is that this they saw this planet

236
00:08:23,589 --> 00:08:22,160
moving and it says the car the st the

237
00:08:25,350 --> 00:08:23,599
star rested over the place where the

238
00:08:27,589 --> 00:08:25,360



young child was

239
00:08:30,230 --> 00:08:27,599
and there is a certain movement within

240
00:08:31,510 --> 00:08:30,240
astronomy which is pro called um

241
00:08:34,070 --> 00:08:31,520
precession

242
00:08:35,990 --> 00:08:34,080
where a planet moves but in relationship

243
00:08:38,630 --> 00:08:36,000
with the movement of the earth it seems

244
00:08:40,469 --> 00:08:38,640
to actually stop and move backwards

245
00:08:42,630 --> 00:08:40,479
because of the it's in conjunction with

246
00:08:44,070 --> 00:08:42,640
the movement of the earth and the people

247
00:08:45,750 --> 00:08:44,080
who study these these things say that

248
00:08:47,750 --> 00:08:45,760
this planet uh

249
00:08:51,350 --> 00:08:47,760
the wise men perceived that the planet

250
00:08:52,550 --> 00:08:51,360
moved and then stopped over bethlehem



251
00:08:53,670 --> 00:08:52,560
and that's where they that's how they

252
00:08:54,949 --> 00:08:53,680
knew that that's where the child would

253
00:08:56,870 --> 00:08:54,959
be born

254
00:08:59,269 --> 00:08:56,880
and at the end of the day

255
00:09:01,590 --> 00:08:59,279
what is important about

256
00:09:03,509 --> 00:09:01,600
these uh magi

257
00:09:04,870 --> 00:09:03,519
wise men kings

258
00:09:07,350 --> 00:09:04,880
visiting

259
00:09:08,389 --> 00:09:07,360
the baby jesus why is it important

260
00:09:10,150 --> 00:09:08,399
well it's important

261
00:09:11,670 --> 00:09:10,160
in in my opinion because

262
00:09:13,910 --> 00:09:11,680
because of the legends that grew up

263
00:09:15,829 --> 00:09:13,920



about the wise men the magical star

264
00:09:18,389 --> 00:09:15,839
coming from far far away lands i mean

265
00:09:20,630 --> 00:09:18,399
some of the stories were so extravagant

266
00:09:21,990 --> 00:09:20,640
and so fantastical but these are the

267
00:09:23,750 --> 00:09:22,000
stories from the third and fourth

268
00:09:26,070 --> 00:09:23,760
century three or four hundred years

269
00:09:28,070 --> 00:09:26,080
after jesus is born which have actually

270
00:09:29,430 --> 00:09:28,080
come into the western tradition in other

271
00:09:30,949 --> 00:09:29,440
words they came into the western

272
00:09:32,790 --> 00:09:30,959
tradition of the greek church and the

273
00:09:35,030 --> 00:09:32,800
roman church and then into western

274
00:09:37,350 --> 00:09:35,040
europe and into our civilization today

275
00:09:39,430 --> 00:09:37,360
so we now accept the pictures of wise



276
00:09:41,110 --> 00:09:39,440
men on camels making a long trip across

277
00:09:41,990 --> 00:09:41,120
the desert sands following a magical

278
00:09:44,230 --> 00:09:42,000
star

279
00:09:46,230 --> 00:09:44,240
that's not in matthew's gospel that was

280
00:09:48,389 --> 00:09:46,240
added three or four hundred years later

281
00:09:50,870 --> 00:09:48,399
and because of that a lot of modern

282
00:09:52,550 --> 00:09:50,880
people say oh yeah that story about the

283
00:09:54,389 --> 00:09:52,560
three kings and their wonderful gifts

284
00:09:55,990 --> 00:09:54,399
and following the magical star that's

285
00:09:58,070 --> 00:09:56,000
all fairy tale that was just out a lot

286
00:09:59,590 --> 00:09:58,080
later there's no historical basis to it

287
00:10:01,430 --> 00:09:59,600
and in my book i'm trying to say no

288
00:10:03,670 --> 00:10:01,440



actually when you look at matthew's

289
00:10:06,389 --> 00:10:03,680
gospel itself and look at the politics

290
00:10:08,550 --> 00:10:06,399
and the geography and the economics and

291
00:10:10,470 --> 00:10:08,560
um what's going on in the ancient middle

292
00:10:12,230 --> 00:10:10,480
east at that time it's a very credible

293
00:10:14,949 --> 00:10:12,240
story that these wise men could very

294
00:10:16,470 --> 00:10:14,959
well have made a trip to visit this


